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Using Ajax in Your Plugins and 
Themes 



About Me 



Ajax – “What Does it Mean?” 

 

 
Synchronous Requests Asynchronous Requests 

“Asynchronous JavaScript and XML” 



Simplify With jQuery 

 

 Send POST or GET requests 

 Send data as an associative array (POST requests) 

 Handle response with anonymous function 

 Receive response as json, text, html (and more) 

http://pastebin.com/ruMisJP7
http://pastebin.com/NtPwjEFp


jQuery Basics – No Conflict 

 

 “$” is not defined by default 

 Use “jQuery” instead, or… 

http://pastebin.com/kBhTDpM2
http://pastebin.com/2mi5tHdX


jQuery Basics – Ajax Response Types 

 

 

 json – Great for responses that need complex 
evaluation 

 html – For html responses that will be inserted into 
the page 

 text – For basic plain text responses 

 others – jsonp, xml, script, multiple… less common 



Ajax in WordPress – Queue Your Script 

 Use wp_enqueue_script() to add your script to a page 

 

 handle – Name of script, e.g. “my-awesome-script” 

 

 src – Where your script can be found 

 Use get_template_directory_uri() in parent themes 

 Use get_stylesheet_directory_uri() in child themes 

 Use plugins_url( „script.js‟, __FILE__ ) in plugins 

 

 deps – An array of scripts that this script relies on, by handle. If you need jQuery, use 
something like “array( „jquery‟ )”. Go to wp_enqueue_script Codex page for a list of 
available dependencies. 

 

 ver – The version of the script. Useful for “cachebusting” when your plugin is updated 

 

 in_footer – Whether to place the script in the footer (rather than the header). Defaults to 
false. 

http://codex.wordpress.org/Function_Reference/wp_enqueue_script


Ajax in WordPress – Queue Your Script (cont‟d) 

Examples 

http://pastebin.com/PhcAZ8kc


Ajax in WordPress – Queue Your Script (cont‟d) 

 Queue scripts 
intelligently 

 Use hooks and 
conditional tags 

 

http://pastebin.com/WvckzVUn


Ajax in WordPress – Making Requests 

 

 Admin Ajax 

 Use „ajaxurl‟ variable 

 

 

 Frontend Ajax 

 Use „wp_localize_script‟ function 

 Use „init‟ hook 



Ajax in WordPress – Making Requests 

Admin Ajax 

 

Make sure you check user permissions. Any logged in user can make ajax requests. 

http://pastebin.com/qWnxAnEw
http://pastebin.com/2iw7NpYM


Ajax in WordPress – Making Requests 

Frontend Ajax – wp_localize_script 

 

http://pastebin.com/bRvhdDGB
http://pastebin.com/pv3CGsX1
http://pastebin.com/vTAfwe3t


Ajax in WordPress – Making Requests 

Frontend Ajax – init 

 

http://pastebin.com/d3tWZuCe
http://pastebin.com/RtYd9SHE


Ajax in WordPress – Another Response Type 

Another Response Type – json 

 



Simplify Your Ajax Handlers 

 



Simplify Your Ajax Handlers 

 



Simplify Your Ajax Handlers 

 



Example Plugin 

Simple Post Ratings 



Questions? 

Will Anderson 

 

http://www.itsananderson.com/ 

@itsananderson 

will@itsananderson.com 


